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was easy to play on the people's disappointment,
and the politicians of the left were not slow to
make capital of it.
The mining districts of the Asturias gave most
o                                               o
violent expression to the general feeling, but the
fire soon spread to Catalonia, and in the Basque
provinces the cry was for independence. Up and
down the country ' revolutionary' meetings and
incendiary speeches became the most popular form
of entertainment. But the ease with which Spanish
enthusiasm is temporarily kindled was well known
to the educated Spaniards themselves, and no one
was unduly disturbed. When to subversive propa-
ganda were added widespread strikes in the essential
industries and services, the apathetic were roused
by inconvenience in their daily lives. The govern-
ment took an increasingly serious view, and
imagination kindled their fears for security when in
several instances illicit stores of armaments were
found by the police, ,
October, 1934, opened with a ministerial crisis,
and in the new7 cabinet were included three members
of the Ceda, the union of the parties of the right.
At such a moment the change was, to say the least
of it, tactless. The socialists and their excited
supporters throughout the country, with what
right no one can say, interpreted the manceuvre as
conclusive evidence that the government was
gradually working for a restoration of all those
oppressions which the republic had been established